
 

 

SANTIAM FLYCASTERS 

Board Meeting 
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7:00 PM 
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General Meeting 

Thursday  June 11 

6:15 PM Casting Practice 

7:00 PM General Meeting 

Pringle Community Center 

June Outings 

Saturday June 13 

Trail Bridge Reservoir 

Saturday  June 27 

Deschutes River-Warm 
Springs to Trout Creek 
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Annual Tie-In & Swap Meet 
Thursday June 11 — 7:00 pm 

Come to our June 11 meeting 
to partake of a variety of ac-
tivities!  The meeting will in-
clude casting on the lawn 
starting about 6:00, fly tying 
demonstrations, and a swap 
meet. 

Several of our experienced fly 
tiers will demonstrate tying 
patterns of their choice.  They 
will be happy to demonstrate 
techniques, answer questions, 
and maybe discuss a fun fish-
ing destination!   

Members may bring items to 
sell at the swap meet.  We will 
have tables available in the 
side room.  Mark the price 
and seller’s name on each 
item for sale.  Buyers will deal 

directly with the sellers.  We just ask that the seller donate about 10% of 
the price to the club. 

This is a great opportunity to visit with your old and new friends, maybe 
learn a different fly pattern, and maybe acquire a new (for you) item to 
use and enjoy. 
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Board Members Wanted 

The Santiam Flycasters 
want you! We are looking 
for a few good men and 
women. If you are inter-
ested in helping decide 
who our presenters are 
and where we go for our 
outings, please join us. 
Or, if you just want to 
find out what goes on 
during the board meet-
ings or want to share 
your opinion; please join 
us. No experience needed, 
just your interest in fly fish-
ing is all it takes to be a 
board member. 
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From the President 
By Ken Karnosh 
 

Our day at Roaring Springs produced beau-
tiful weather, but fewer fish than we always 
anticipate!  On the lower pond, though, 
Lynne was able to land a nice 16” trout.  
Those who fished the upper lake were able 
to find some bigger fish of over 18”, so it 
wasn’t a bad day. 

Thanks so much to the many members who 
helped youth tie woolly buggers at Youth 
Outdoor Day on May 30.  We’re always 
tired when that event is done, but it feels 
great to see the happy looks on the kids’ 
faces and about 700 youth participate in the 
event. 

Unfortunately, we’ll wait to see if Youth Outdoor Day continues in 2016.  
ODFW has cut positions, including the one that coordinates this event, and 
you know it is a challenge for an individual or group to organize and secure 
funding for an event of this size.  Hopefully, it can continue. 

Speaking of ODFW, the Legislature has been hotly debating the ODFW 
budget and whether to allow ODFW to increase the prices that we pay for 
our fishing and hunting licenses and tags.  I, along with nearly everyone, 
don’t like to pay higher fees but have to realize that the money is needed to 
fund the many tasks and personnel needed to try to manage our fish and 
wildlife resources.  I remember when a license only cost a few dollars, but a 
good hourly wage at that time was only a few dollars as well! 

We are approaching our summer meeting hiatus and won’t have another 
regular meeting until September.  Our Board strives to provide club meeting 
programs that interest folks with all levels of experience and interest.  If you 
have a potential program presenter or topic, please talk with Dwight and we 

will try to provide it.  Dwight 
has done a spectacular job on 
programs, but is eager to 
learn of new topics or present-
ers. 

Remember to get out fishing, 
including some of our club 
outings.  Also, remember to 
use our sfc-fish website to 
invite others to join you on the 
water. 

Tight line! 

Lynne’s Fish from Roaring Springs 



 

 

May Outing Report—Davis Lake 

Davis Lake on May 23 was nothing to write home about!  It was a bit windy in 
mid-day, but not inclement except for Wednesday afternoon for Brian.  Seven 
of us fished for a couple of days each and only 3 were able to hook fish, landing 
none.  They were BIG trout, but no bass! 

ODFW had electro-shocked the area several times recently to trap bass for 
stocking in other waters.  That may have explained some of the lack of bass, but 
all of the other anglers had the same success as us.  One fellow had fished for 
several days, with no luck, and vented to us at length, as he was leaving, what 
he felt about ODFW’s management of the lake, license fees, etc., and to the 
effect that he wasn’t going to come back even though he had fished there for 
40 years. 

On the positive side, Steve drove to Hosmer and fished for a short while on 
Saturday.  He came back with a glowing report of catching several nice fish 
there, complete with this picture of one.  Yes, Don, Hosmer Lake probably is a 
good lake to fish! 
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Outing to Trail Bridge Reservoir 

Saturday June 13 

On June 13, we will fish Trail Bridge Reservoir, located on the upper McKenzie River.  To get there, drive 
east on Highway 22 to the Highway 20 junction, turn right and drive west on Highway 20 for 4 miles, turn 
left (south) onto Highway 126, drive about 10 miles and turn right (north) to the reservoir access. 

The reservoir holds rainbows and some bull trout.  Suggested gear is 4-6 weight rods with intermediate or 
sinking lines to fish woolly buggers, leeches, and streamer patterns.  A floating device allows the best access 
to fish and remember your life jacket!  You could also fish the McKenzie, feeder creeks, or one or more of 
the nearby lakes. 

Howard plans to go up early to secure a big camp site.  The club will provide chicken for a Saturday 
afternoon meal, so bring a small side dish to share if you wish.  You could also do this as a day trip if you 
wish. 

Outing to the Deschutes River (Warm Springs to Trout Creek) 

Saturday June 27 

On June 27, we will float and fish the Deschutes River from Warm Springs to Trout Creek.  There may be 
some construction activity on the Trout Creek access road. 

To get there, drive north on your route of choice to Sandy, drive east on Highway 26 over Mount Hood and 
through Warm Springs, turn left onto Gumwood Lane at the top of the hill, turn north and drive 3 miles to 
Juniper Lane, turn east onto Juniper Lane and follow it down the hill to Gateway, turn left (north) onto the 
Trout Creek access road and drive about 4 miles to the campground. 

A pontoon boat or drift boat is needed to float the river, although there are several fishing spots accessible 
from the campground.  If you float, remember to acquire your Boater’s Pass and, if you plan to fish the 
opposite side of the river, a Warm Springs permit.  You can purchase both with links on our club website. 

Suggested gear is 5 or 6 weight rods with floating line to fish both nymphs and dry flies.  Nymphs include 
stoneflies, caddis, and midges, such as green rockworms, sparkle pupa, pheasant tail, etc.  Dries include elk 
hair caddis or PMDs. 

If you can bring a drift boat or trailer to help shuttle some pontoon boats, it would be appreciated.  Also, 
you need to arrange a shuttle.   

The club will not provide a meal, so bring your food and water, since the campground has none. 

 



 

 

Fishing with the 
Frog 

By Howard Palmer 

 

North to Alaska 

This past week, my wife and I, 
along with friends Frank and 
Mary Falsetto, took a week 
long cruise to Alaska on the 
“RUBY PRINCESS.” It is a truly 
lovely ship, and I readily admit 
that I could easily become ac-
customed to this lifestyle of the rich and famous; were I able to fund it on a reg-
ular basis. I must also readily admit however, that were I to do so, I would weigh 
a great deal more than I do, in a relatively short period of time. Dining on a 
cruise ship, is after all, a way of life, and the number of bars pretty much always 
outnumber the places to eat. I really have no problem with the availability of all 
this fine dining, and its accompanying liquid refreshment; my problem lies in the 
lack of distance between the facilities, and the availability of elevators to take 
you between the decks where all this fine food is. Remembering that there are 
stairs available does not burn calories after you get there. All of this, coupled 
with the fact that you don’t pay for anything (the food is included in the cost of 
the ticket, and you are issued a really cool ID card to cover the rest of your pur-
chases on board the ship; which of course includes the really important stuff, like 
wine and various other forms of alcohol). The fact that your ship issued ID card is 
directly tied to your credit card is a moot point when you have been at sea for 
an hour, and you’re really thirsty from jumping on and off all those elevators.  

The “Shore Excursions” that are offered at the various ports of call are another 
way for the cruise lines to help you to use your ship issued ID card without guilt. 
To a fly fisherman, Alaska means only one thing; FISHING. And, Princess Cruise 
Lines offered us several options to get up close and personal with a myriad of 
finned fellows; all of which that could be scheduled with the flick of my ID card. I 
had the insight however, to check with a couple of providers online prior to our 
departure, and of course all of them said they could easily accommodate us, 
and could almost guarantee our catch. On a whim though, I contacted a local 
guide’s website; who informed me that he would not waste my time, or his, be-
cause the fish weren’t there yet. I thanked him, and recalled the adage of Buyer 
Beware. Long story-short version: We didn’t go fishing, but we did find the “THE 
RED DOG SALOON,” where we established a rapport with the locals through the 
purchase of more food and drink before we returned to the ship in time for Hap-
py Hour and Dinner.  

I really wish I had lots of marvelous fish tales to share with you about our trip to 
Alaska, but alas, they will have to wait until next time. In the mean time, I think 
I’ll gather up some rods and reels to sell at our June meeting just so I can pay my 
bar bill. Any body want to buy a 15’ SAGE Spey rod and reel??????  

See you on the water—- - -  

Howard 

 

 

2015 

Upcoming 

Outings  

 
 

June 13 Trail Bridge       

June 27 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek)  

July 11 East Lake  

July 25 North Santiam River 

(Stayton  to       

Shelburn)  

August 8 Metolius River  

Aug. 19 Three Creek Lake 

Aug. 22 South Umpqua  

River  

Sept. 12 Salmon River  

Sept. 26 Willamette River  

Oct. 10 Crooked River  

Oct. 24 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Nov.  14 Trask River  

Nov. 21 Nestucca River  
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Become a Better Fly 
Caster 

Learn skill and knowledge to 
increase your enjoyment fly 
fishing. 

All session are conducted by a 
Certified Instructors. 
 Single-hand casting 
times: 
Monday and Wednesday 2 to 

3:30pm 

Saturday 1 to 2:30pm 
 Two-hand casting times:  
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 to 

5pm 

Saturday 9 to 10:30am 
  Location: 
Wallace Marina Park - West 

Salem Single sessions are on the 

soccer field Two-hand sessions at 

the gravel bar under the 

pedestrian bridge 

Fish Hero Awards 

This year, we will implement a 

Fish Hero Award to recognize 

the person who catches the 

largest fish in any of six 

categories-Rainbow trout, 

Cutthroat trout, Brown trout, 

Steelhead, Largemouth Bass, and 

Smallmouth Bass plus a bonus 

award for largest fish caught 

during a club outing.  We will 

recognize the winners at our 

December meeting. 

All fish must be caught on a fly 

rod and fly, according to ODFW 

definitions.  We are not 

restricting it to Oregon. 

When you catch that big one, 

measure its length, preferably 

take a picture, or have your 

partner witness the 

measurement, and record the 

girth if possible.  Then, submit 

your entry using the entry form 

on our club website. 

For 2015, fish must be caught 

between April 1 and October 31 

and submitted by November 1.   

IFFF FLY TYING SKILLS 

AWARDS PROGRAM 

 

For those of us who have a 
deep set interest in the 
tying side of our sport, the 
International Federation 
for Fly Fishers has a pro-
gram especially designed 
just for us.  The Fly Tying 
Skills Awards Program is 
an educational program 
that is available to any IFFF 
member who wishes to 
take part.  Managed on 

behalf of the IFFF by The Fly Tying Group, the program consists of three award 
levels (i.e. Bronze, Silver, and Gold) that are offered for the demonstration of 
one’s fly tying abilities.  Each award will require submission of a designated col-
lection of flies for review and evaluation. 

At present, only the Bronze Award is being offered and requires the submission 
of at total of 24 flies consisting of three each of 5 designated flies, and three 
each of 3 flies of your choosing.  The requirements of this level award are de-
signed to require you to demonstrate the basic techniques used in tying flies. 
The flies are reviewed and evaluated on their adherence to the published 
pattern, consistency in their construction, and use of the required materials.  
The efforts that it takes to participate in this program is minimal, yet demanding 
and time consuming at the same time.  I found that I had to tie at least 24 of 
each fly to ensure that I had 3 that I felt worthy of sending for evaluation. (After 
receiving my evaluations, I realize I should have tied more.) It was indeed, a true 
educational experience to complete however, and I am proud to report that I 
received my Bronze Award Certificate in today’s mail. 

The Silver and Gold level awards are still in the developmental stages, but I am 
looking forward to trying my best to achieve those levels of demonstrated tying 
ability just as soon as they are available.   

For more information on the IFFF Fly Tying Awards program, contact Jim Fergu-
son, or myself; or go online to the Fly Tying Group page of the IFFF web site 
(http:fedflyfishers.org/Tying.aspx) for a full description and outline of the pro-
gram requirements.  I would be most happy to mentor with anyone wanting to 
participate. 

 

Tight Lines, 

Howard Palmer 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 

Red Snowcone Chironomid 

By Jim Ferguson 

 

   Thread:        Black UTC 70 denier or 8/0 

   Hook:           TMC 2457  sizes 10 -12 

   Body:            Red floss 

   Rib:               White (reversed wrapped) & red (forward wrapped) Ultra Wire 

   Thorax:        Extra turns of red Ultra wire tied off with black thread 

   Head:           White tungsten bead 

 

 
This fly, aka, Red Ice Cream Cone, is a pattern of Kelly Davison.  It should be a producer on Crane Prairie as well as other high 

Cascade lakes.  You might try this as a dropper off of a hopper or stone pattern around mid-August in the Bend area for those 

going to the IFFF Fishing and Flytying Fair.   You could also use it in tandem with other wet fly patterns. 

 

Step-By-Step Tying Directions 

 

1.  Place the white tungsten bead on the hook and mount the hook in the vise (Fig. 1.)  Move the bead to the rear of the hook 

and attach the thread at the front.  Wrap a thread base at the front  (Fig.2.)  Tie off the thread, apply some head cement over 

the thread base and push the bead forward to the eye of the hook.  Reverse wrap some lead or non-lead wire behind the tung-

sten bead and push the wraps forward into the space at the back of the tungsten bead  (Fig. 3.) 

 

 Fig. 1         Fig. 2    Fig. 3   



 

 

 

2.  Re-attach the tying thread and wrap a thread base back well into the bend of the hook (Fig. 4.)  Return the thread to behind the 

bead.  Select a convenient length of red and white Ultra Wire.  Attach the Ultra Wires on the underside so the white is on the far side 

and the red is on the bottom closest to you.  If you have a rotary as in the figure, you can turn the fly upside down to help keep the 

wires in alignment as you tie them down.  Tie them down onto the shank while you take the thread well into the bend (Fig. 5.)  Wrap 

the tying thread forward to behind the white bead. 

 

        Fig. 4               Fig. 5   

 

3.  Attach the red floss behind the white bead, trim the waste (Fig.6), and wrap the floss down to the wire using side by side turns.  Re-

verse the tying direction and bring the floss forward using overlapping wraps to generate a tapered body  (Fig. 7.) 

 

Fig. 6      Fig. 7   

 

4.  Reverse wrap the white wire forward and tie off behind the bead (Fig. 8.) Instead of cutting the wire with your scissors, wiggle the 

wire back and forth while maintaining tension on the bobbin thread.  The wire will eventually weaken and break. Make another wrap or 

two of thread over the end of the wire. Forward wrap the red wire and make several additional wraps at the front behind the bead to 

form a red wire thorax (Fig. 8.).  Tie off the red wire and wiggle it back and forth until it breaks off (called worrying off the wire.)  Form 

the front of the thorax with two sets of whip finish knots containing three wraps each.  Trim off the thread waste and apply head ce-

ment the thread wraps. 

 

Fig. 8        Fig. 8   
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P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 

 

The Santiam Flycasters, 

P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 

Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 

*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 

after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Print Name          Date 


