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Join the Santiam 
Flycasters for a One 
Day Trout Fishing 
Workshop  

by Dave Hughes 
Renowned Author 
and Fly Fisherman—
April 18. 

Reading Trout Water: The initial and critical skill in trout fishing is learning to 

concentrate your fishing in water where trout hold, and to eliminate time 

wasted fishing water where they do not. You won’t catch many trout if you 

spend most of your time fishing water where trout spend little of their time 

hanging out. It’s likely that 25% of the water holds 75% of the trout. Learn to 

read water, find and fish that high percentage water in creeks, streams, and 

rivers and you’ll catch a lot more trout. This presentation focuses on where 

trout hold in all moving water types.  

Selecting Trout Flies: The essential question we all ask the instant we arrive 

at a stream or river, lake or pond, is, “What fly will catch trout today?” Learn 

how to select the right type fly—dry, nymph, wet fly, or streamer—and then the 

best specific pattern for the situation you're in: the weather and water 

conditions, the type of water you're fishing, the natural insects, or lack of them, 

that trout might be taking, plus the level at which trout are holding, and the 

manner in which they are feeding.  

Tactics for Trout: You can find the fish, and select the right flies to fish for 

them, but if you rig those flies the wrong way for the situation you’re in, and 

present them poorly, you’re not likely to catch many trout. Learn the most 

effective ways to rig dry flies, nymphs, wet flies, and streamers, and the best 

casts and tactics to present those flies to trout on creeks, streams, and rivers of 

all kinds.  

When: Saturday, April 18  - 9:00 a.m. to1:00 p.m. 

Where: The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Headquarters 

4034 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE, Salem, OR 97302 

Cost: $20 for current Santiam Flycasters members, $25 for non-members. 

Payment can be made at the workshop. Light Refreshments provided. Classroom 

space is limited. Please RSVP to santiamflycasters@yahoo.com by 

Wednesday, April 15th to reserve a seat. 

SANTIAMFLYCASTERS.COM April 2015 

Search “Santiam Flycasters” 



 

 

April Program 

Fly Fishing NE Oregon with Bob Wolfe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob’s presentation on fly fishing NE Oregon will 

highlightsfly fishing opportunities on lakes and streams in 

the Umatilla and Wallow-Whitman National Forests along 

with local Steelhead streams such as the John Day River 

and the Umatilla River.  The presentation tells how to 

access and fish the most productive waters with lots of 

scenic photographs.  NE Oregon is still one of the few 

areas where a fly fisher can consistently have one hundred 

fish days and not see another fisherman. 

About our presenter: I have been an avid fly fisherman for 

nearly fifty years and grew up fishing the Sierra Nevada’s 

in central and northern California.  After spending two 

tours with the U.S. Army in Viet Nam I went to work for 

the U.S. Forest Service in Oregon.  I have been blessed to 

always work in an area with great fly fishing opportunities 

Page 2 

including over 20 years in the Grants Pass area fly fishing the 

Rogue and Umpqua. 

I recently retired after 36 years with the Forest Service, the 

last 14 years as a Law Enforcement Officer assigned to the 

Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests in NE 

Oregon. One of the benefits of the job was an opportunity 

to become very familiar with the lakes and streams in NE 

Oregon, particularly in the Blue Mountains and the Elk Horn 

Range.  As an avid fly fisherman I was always looking for 

fishing opportunities where ever I worked.  I found NE 

Oregon to be filled with fly fishing destinations and one of 

the best kept secrets in the country. 

I am a founding member and past president of the Blue 

Mountain Flycasters Club in Pendleton.  As a fly tying 

instructor, casting instructor and fly fishing instructor, I have 

had the opportunity to introduce hundreds of people to the 

great sport of fly fishing and the fly fishing opportunities in 

NE Oregon. 

I originated and developed the Buzz Hackle fly series 

including the BH Buzz Hackle and Buzz Bugger patterns for 

both trout and steelhead.  I have demonstrated these 

patterns for several years at the NW Fly Tiers Expo with 

great interest and positive feedback from people all over the 

west.  I also recently originated and developed the very 

productive Magic Midge series of Chironomid patterns and 

have been doing presentations on Chironomid fishing 

techniques to fly fishing clubs around the North West.  As a 

Forest Service Officer working on several National Forests 

in the Northwest, I have had the opportunity to test my 

Buzz Hackle fly patterns all over Oregon and parts of 

Washington and have rarely found a trout that would  

refuse them. 

JOIN US APRIL 9 FOR THIS FASCINATING 

PRESENTATION? 

CROOKED RIVER OUTING REPORT  

The first weekend of spring welcomed 14 Santiam Flycasters 

to the beautiful Crooked River, for their first campout of the 

year.  Aside from a few sprinkles now and then, even the 

weather smiled on us most of the time, and almost everyone 

caught the fish that eagerly sought out the fur and feather of-

ferings that were presented to them.  Our March fly of the 

month (Miracle Midge) proved to be the fly of choice for both 

the fish and the fishers.   Chef Howard provided a hearty beef 

stew for lunch, and CJ provided us with a special treat of fire 

grilled CottonTail Rabbit, for evening hors d’oeuvres, that he 

had deftly obtained with his hunting prowess and slingshot 

skills.  As always, the camaraderie of the evening campfires, 

rounded out a truly wonderful weekend experience.  
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Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

By Frank Flux 

Santiam Flycasters welcomes Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. 

Since Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing was established in 2005 at Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center in Washington DC, PHWFF has received numerous inquir-

ies from individuals and groups nationwide about getting involved in our pro-

ject.  It is my hope to answer questions you may have and provide the necessary 

guidance for you in helping our group in Salem.  I along with the help of several 

other members of the Santiam Flycasters have reinvigorated the group here in 

Salem and it is now thriving once again. 

 In January 2007 Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. (PHWFF) was incorpo-

rated in Maryland as a subsidiary corporation to the Federation of Fly Fishers 

(FFF) and in 2009 we became an independent 501 (c)(3) non-profit organiza-

tion.  PHWFF is supported by tax- deductible donations, grants, and fundraising 

activities by the national organization, local clubs conducting programs and the 

chapter itself. PHWFF benefits from the collaboration and assistance of the Inter-

national Federation of Fly Fishers (IFFF), Trout Unlimited (TU), and local fly fishing 

clubs like Santiam Flycasters recognized leaders in fly fishing-oriented strategies for 

education, public awareness, and environmental conservation. 

 Mission 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing is dedicated to the physical and emotional reha-

bilitation of disabled active military service personnel and disabled veterans 

through fly fishing and fly tying education and outings. In the fulfillment of this mis-

sion, PHWFF works with wounded or disabled active military service personnel 

and disabled veterans in Department of Defense hospitals, Department of Veter-

ans Affairs (VA) hospitals or clinics, and military transition units nation-

wide.  PHWFF programs include wounded or disabled active duty, reservist, guard 

and veterans of all conflicts, and disabilities of all types. Our activities are coordi-

nated with military and hospital staff, and all services are provided without cost   

to participants. 

 Current Activities in Salem 

We have two fly tying sessions, one for new tyers and one for more experienced, 

and do periodic fishing outings, including going on some Santiam Flycaster outings. 

How you can help 

We are always in need of fly tying materials especially streamer and nymph hooks, 

hackle and other tying materials for Wooly Bugger, Pheasant Tails, Hare’s Ears and 

other bugs and, of course, cash donations can always be given to Tim or Ken.  If 

you have a talent that you would like to share with our vets, we would really ap-

preciate any help you care offer!  Also, if you are or know a veteran who would 

like to be involved, talk with me (Frank Flux) about that. 



 

 

March Crooked River Outing 

Fish Hero Awards 

This year, we will 

implement a Fish Hero 

Award to recognize the 

person who catches the 

largest fish in any of six 

categories-Rainbow trout, 

Cutthroat trout, Brown 

trout, Steelhead, 

Largemouth Bass, and 

Smallmouth Bass plus a 

bonus award for largest fish 

caught during a club outing.  

We will recognize the 

winners at our December 

meeting. 

All fish must be caught on a 

fly rod and fly, according to 

ODFW definitions.  We are 

not restricting it to Oregon. 

When you catch that big 

one, measure its length, 

preferably take a picture, or 

have your partner witness 

the measurement, and 

record the girth if possible.  

Then, submit your entry 

using the entry form on our 

club website. 

For 2015, fish must be 

caught between April 1 and 

October 31 and submitted 

by November 1.  Go catch 

that big fish and receive 

some bragging rights!  Let’s 

have some fun with this! 

 

 

Welcome These 

New Members 

Greg Cade, Turner 

Dino Gonzalez, Stayton 

Brian Hoag, Keizer 

Quentin Thomas, 

Salem 
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From the President 
By Ken Karnosh 
 
Well, another Northwest Fly Expo is behind us.  

Thanks so much to all of the members who helped 

with the silent auction.  I hope you had some           

fun as well.   

Also, thanks to all of our members who helped with 

many other aspects of the Expo.  There were a lot of 

familiar faces tying flies, teaching classes, organizing 

things, and generally making things happen.  Thanks a 

lot!  It wouldn’t happen as easily without you. 

Now that it is Spring and the fishing urge is quickly 

growing, sign up for the April 18 Dave Hughes class 

and learn some of the basics to hopefully help you find 

and catch those wily trout.   

On May 30, our club will again teach youth to tie woolly buggers at Youth Outdoor Day 

at E. E. Wilson Wildlife Refuge.  As usual, we need about a dozen volunteers to help with 

that.  I will have a sign-up sheet at the meeting.  You get a T-shirt, lunch, and lots of grati-

tude, plus get to put smiles on a lot of young faces! 

When fishing, we release most of the fish that we are privileged to catch.  Your catch has 

provided you with a good fight similar to wrestling a round or so, so deserves to be han-

dled and released with as little additional stress as possible. 

Although we try hard to not hurt the fish we catch and release, we may need to remind 

ourselves about some basics, including: 

  Bring the fish in as quickly as possible 

  Don’t let the fish bang itself on the gravel 

  Keep the fish in the water as much as possible 

  Don’t squeeze the poor thing! 

  Keep your forceps handy to remove the hook 

How long could you stand to hold your breath if you were the fish in that situation? 

There are lots of other basics, but let’s strive to improve our release tactics to help the 

fish!  I know I need to continually try to put the least stress on the fish and hope I use the 

right procedures. 

See you on the water. 



 

 

Become a Better Fly 
Caster 

Learn skill and knowledge to 
increase your enjoyment fly 
fishing. 

All session are conducted by a 
Certified Instructors. 
 Single-hand casting 
times: 
Monday and Wednesday 2 to 

3:30pm 

Saturday 1 to 2:30pm 
 Two-hand casting times:  
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 to 

5pm 

Saturday 9 to 10:30am 
  Location: 
Wallace Marina Park - West 

Salem 

Single sessions are on the soccer 

field 

Two-hand sessions at the gravel 

bar under the pedestrian bridge 

 

SFC-Fish Electronic 
Message Board  

 
One of the benefits of being a 
Santiam Flycasters member is 
having access to the SFC-FISH 
electronic message board. 
The message board gives 
members the opportunity to 
communicate with other 
about fly fishing and related 
topics. Once subscribed, you 
can post messages to SFC-
FISH by sending an email to   

 sfc-fish@googlegroups.com  

You will receive messages 
posted by other members via 
your email account. It's as 
easy as that. To subscribe to 
SFC-FISH, simply send an 
email request to     
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com,  

and we'll subscribe you and 
notify you when you can begin 
using the message board. 
Note: your SFC membership 
must be current to be a 
subscriber of SFC-FISH.  

April Outing to the Willamette River 

On April 11, we will float and fish the Willamette River from Marshall 

Island to Harrisburg.  Although drift boats are nice, pontoon boats work 

quite well.  The float is just over 5 miles with no significant rapids. 

Plan to meet at the Harrisburg City Park boat ramp at 9:00.  We will 

combine boats as much as possible before going to the launch site and 

shuttling vehicles back to town.  To get to Harrisburg, drive I-5 South to 

the Harrisburg exit no. 209, then drive west to Harrisburg.  The boat 

ramp is a couple of blocks west of downtown Harrisburg. 

Suggested equipment is 4-6 weight rods with floating or intermediate 

line.  Our target bug is the March Brown mayfly, so soft hackles, 

emergers, and dries for them should work, as well as woolly buggers, 

streamers, and nymphs. 

Due to logistics, the club will not provide lunch for this outing so 

remember your lunch as well as a life jacket and your wading staff. 

 

May Opportunity to Fish Roaring Springs 

On May 9, 10 people will have the opportunity to fish Roaring Springs, a 

pay-to-fish site east of Scio.  This is a bargain at $20 per person. 

Roaring Springs has two fishing waters-a lower pond and an upper lake.  

The lower pond was recently stocked, can easily fish 5 or 6, and has lots 

of casting room along its bank.  The upper lake has bigger fish and is best 

fished from a float tube or pontoon boat, although there is a bit of bank 

access from the dam. 

Ken will have a sign-up sheet at the meeting.  This is a great site for less 

experienced persons. 

 

This Could Be Your Last Newsletter—

Membership Dues are Due! 

Annual membership fees are due on January 1 ($25 for individuals, $30 

for families).  As usual, this year we gave members a little extra time to 

pay their dues.  However, after April, those who haven't renewed their 

membership will no longer receive the newsletter and will lose other 

membership privileges.  If you aren't sure if your membership is current, 

send an email to santiamflycasters@yahoo.com.  If you don't receive the 

May newsletter, you will know for certain that your membership has 

lapsed.  To renew your membership, send the membership form in this 

newsletter with payment to:  

Santiam Flycasters, PO Box 691, Salem, OR 97308. 

 

Check Out www.opalspringspassage.org for 

information on the reintroduction of steelhead and salmon into the 

upper Deschutes basin above Lake Billy Chinook. 
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Fishing with the Frog 

By Howard Palmer 

 

Beware the Ides of March 

 

There is no mention of Julius 

Caesar, anywhere that I can 

find, that mentions anything 

that might allude to the fact 

that he may (or may not) have 

been a  fly fisherman.  It oc-

curred to me however, that 

had he been involved in the 

sport,  he most certainly 

would have missed that fateful 

encounter with his buddy 

Mark Anthony, because he 

most likely would have been 

out fishing, instead of at the 

Forum that day. 

 After all, Fly Fishing is a true gentleman’s sport that really has no room for the 

vulgar pastime of murdering one’s fishing partner.  Unless, of course, said part-

ner has been divulging the location of your favorite “Honey Hole”, or that he (or 

she) may be publicly degrading your fishing ability.  That being said, it has also 

occurred to me that perhaps the Federation of Fly Fishers is missing a wonderful 

opportunity to bring a lasting peace in the Middle East.   

 We have all experienced the serenity that standing in a tranquil river can bring.  

Troubles tend to disappear, and I have no doubt that if we could just get the 

leaders of these war torn desert domains to stand in the water along side of us, 

while we practice our “Ten o-clock—Two o-clock” form of meditation, they too 

could learn to live in peace.  Let’s face it; it’s really hard to stay mad at the guy 

standing next to you, when you are teaching them how to fly fish.  When you 

add in the art of tying your own flies, they simply wouldn’t have time to fight 

amongst themselves.  If they did, we could just show them the nearest slick 

rock, and let them get all wet.   We all know how much that tends to            

cool one down. 

 It may, or may not work, but I think it has possibilities.  In the case of Julius 

Caesar, I’m sure that it most certainly would have prolonged his life, and the 

term “The Ides of March” would simply be referring to some form of “Matching 

the Hatch” of March Brown Mayflies on our favorite stream, or perhaps the cre-

ation of a new dry fly pattern. 

 See you on the water—- - - 

 Howard  

 

 

2015 

Upcoming 

Outings  

 
 

April 11 Willamette River  

May 23 Davis Lake  

June 13 Trail Bridge       

Reservoir  

June 27 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek)  

July 11 East Lake  

July 25 North Santiam River 

(Stayton  to       

Shelburn)  

August 8 Metolius River  

Aug. 19 Three Creek Lake 

Aug. 22 South Umpqua  

River  

Sept. 12 Salmon River  

Sept. 26 Willamette River  

Oct. 10 Crooked River  

Oct. 24 Deschutes River 

(Warm Springs to 

Trout Creek)  

Nov.  14 Trask River  

Nov. 21 Nestucca River  
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April Fly of the Month 

By Jim Ferguson 

CLOWN SHOE CADDIS 

 

 

    Hook:           Tiemco 2487  #12 - 18 

    Thread:        Olive Dun 8/0 UNI-Thread 

    Body:            Small clear  D-Rib  (or tan, amber, or olive) 

    Wing:           Yearling Elk, natural or dyed dun 

    Hackle:        Grizzly saddle 

    Indicator:    McFlyfoam in your choice of bright colors 

    Thorax:       Black Superfine Dubbing 

 

The "Clown Shoe Caddis"  was designed by Jay Zimmerman, an employee at Charlie's Fly Box.  This pattern was featured in an arti-

cle in the April-May issue of "Fly Fisherman" magazine.  The article was written by Charlie Craven of Colorado.  I have chosen this fly 

for our "Fly of the Month" because it is tied to sit in the film and replicate an emerging insect.  I also added some extra pictures in the 

step-by-step section to clarify some of the tying techniques.  Additional changes you might incorporate would be the color of the un-

derbody, D-Rib, McFlyfoam, and thread color.  I used Clown Egg pattern McFlyfoam for the indicator post. 

 

 

Step-By-Step Directions for Tying the Clown Shoe Caddis 
 

1.  Place the hook into the vise jaws and attach the thread at the halfshank position (Fig 1).  This reminds you to keep the abdomen tie 

off position close to a position on the shank above the hook point,  giving ample room for the thorax, wing, and post elements.  Attach 

the D-Rib with the flat side up (Fig 2). 
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   Fig 1               Fig 2   

 

2.  Bind the D-Rib down along the top of the hook shank.  To determine how far down to bind the rib material,  use your thread as a 

guide.  Typically, on a scud hook, when the directions tell you to take the material well into the bend of the hook it means to stop when 

the thread makes about a 45 degree angle  with the hook point as shown in Fig 3.  With scud hooks, this might be variable depending 

on how you initially mounted the hook.  The curvature  of the shank may mean we have to re-position the hook between abdomen 

construction and thorax, wing additions.  Wrap the tying thread back to the midshank position using flat wraps that covers the tied 

down body material (Fig 4).  You are forming the underbody whose color will show thru the D-Rib. 

 

    Fig 3          Fig 4    

 

3.  Wrap the D-Rib forward so the flat side is against the hook shank.  Pull on the material as you wrap to stretch it while wrapping.  

Continue to pull on the material while you tie it off at the midshank position.  Make several wraps to bind it down before releasing ten-

sion on the tying thread.  Trim off the D-Rib waste (Fig 5).  Wrap your thread forward towards the eye to lay a thread base for the wing 

material and bring the tying thread back to the midshank position (Fig 6). 

 

   Fig 5         Fig 6   

 

 

 

 

4.  Select, clean, and stack the elk hair for the wing (Fig 7).  The wing should be about the length of the hook.  I pre-glue and then pre-

cut the butts of the elk hair.  Attach the wing on top of the last turn of the D-Rib.  Tie down the butts with increasing tension to form a 

ramp, return the thread to the tie in position for the wing, and make a wrap behind the wing material.  Wrap the thread forward to in 

front of the wing (Fig 8). 
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       Fig 7                              Fig 8   

 

5.  Prepare and tie in the grizzly saddle hackle at the base of the wing (Fig 9).  Wrap you tying thread to the mid-thorax position.  Select 

a bunch of McFlyfoam for the indicator post.  This is real stretchy stuff and it sticks to itself as well.  I separated out about 2 or 3 of the 

strands from the package (Fig 10).  Putting the strands under the shank and around the thread, you can slip the foam back and up to the 

top of the shank, keeping it under the thread. Make one more secure wrap right over the initial wrap (Fig 11).  

 

       Fig 9     Fig 10   

 

       Fig 11            Fig 12  

 

6.  Spin the Superfine Dubbing onto your tying thread (Fig 12).  While wrapping the dubbing onto the shank to form the thorax, pull up-

wards on the McFlyfoam so you can adequately form the thorax behind and in front of the indicator (Fig 13).   Tie off the dubbing  and 

leave the thread at the back of the head space.  While holding the indicator material under tension, wrap the hackle forward over the 

dubbed thorax (Fig 14). Here, I have made two or three turns behing the indicator and two or three turns in front of the indicator.  By 

using a good grade of saddle hackle with a thin stem, you can make 5 to 6 turns of hackle.  Tie off the hackle and trim the waste (Fig 

14).  Form the head and apply a whip finish (Fig 15). While pulling up on the McFlyfoam (Fig 16), trim the indicator post to the length of 

the hackle fibers. 
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     Fig 13       Fig 14  

 

 

     Fig 15.      Fig 16   

 

 

7.  When you trim the indicator post, it will contract to a level below the hackle tips (Fig 17).  Trim the hackle fibers across the 

bottom of the thorax (Fig 18).  Try to cut flush with the thorax.  This will allow the fly to sit low into the water film.  Apply head 

cement and be sure to clean out the eye of the hook. 

 

    Fig 17       Fig 18.   

 



 

 

P.O. Box 691 

Salem, OR 97308 
santiamflycasters@yahoo.com 

www. Santiamflycasters.com 

2015 Membership Application 

 

The Santiam Flycasters, 

P.O. Box 691, Salem, OR 97308 

www.santiamflycasters.com 

Type of Membership (circle one) Regular $25 Family $30 

 

*Note: Dues are from January 1st to December 31st. There is a 50% reduction 

after July 1st for new members. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________  Email ________________________________ 

Family Members: _________________________________________________ 

Are you an FFF Member? (circle one) Yes No 

Please tell us why you want to be a member (please check all that apply):  

___ Hear presentations on various fly-fishing topics 

___ Improve my Fly Tying skills 

___ Improve my Fly Casting skills 

___ Participate in fishing stream and lake improvement projects 

___  Go on fishing trips with other club members 

___ Learn more about fishing in the area 

___ Other, Please specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

You must sign this release each year when you renew to participate in club activities. 

 

Liability Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 
As a condition of membership or of participation in any activity encouraged on publicized by the Santiam 

Flycasters, I voluntarily assume all risks of my participation. In acknowledgment that I am doing so entirely upon 

my own initiative, risk and responsibility I do hereby for myself, heirs, executors, and administrators agree to re-

mise, fully release, hold harmless, and forever discharge the Santiam Flycasters, all its officers, board members and 

volunteers, acting officially or otherwise, from any and all claims, demands, actions or causes of actions, on account 

of my death or on account of any injury to me or my property that may occur from any cause whatsoever while 

participating in any such Santiam Flycasters activity. I acknowledge that I have carefully read this hold harmless and 

release agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any 

rights that I may have to bring legal action to assert a claim against the Santiam Flycasters for its negligence. 

I have read the above statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Santiam Flycasters. 

 

X_______________________________________________________________ 

Signature       Print Name          Date 


